
BOARD OF MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
September 16, 2008 MINUTES 

 
On Tuesday, September 16, 2008, a meeting of the Board of Madison County Commissioners came to order at 
10:40 a.m. in the Commissioners’ Conference Room of the Madison County Courthouse in Virginia City, 
Montana, with Commissioners David Schulz, Jim Hart, and Marilyn Ross present. 
 
Public Discussion:  Preempting the regularly scheduled appointments, the Board met with John O’Brian and 
Tim Jones, Mine Safety and Health Administration, who stopped in to discuss compliance issues regarding 
crushers and screens operated by the road crews. 
 
Marilyn Ross moved to approve the September 9, 2008, minutes with corrections.  Jim Hart seconded the 
motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Those people in attendance at the meeting were Owen Voigt, Judi Osborn, Shelly Burke, Steve DiGiovanna, 
Roger Staley, and Colleen Guinnane. 
 
Road District 1 Pick-Up Bid Opening:  Having received one bid for the pick-up that was advertised for sale, 
Marilyn Ross moved to accept the bid from the Town of Virginia City, in the amount of $5500, for the purchase of 
a 1992 Ford F350 4X4 pick-up with snow plow from the District 1 Road Department.  Jim Hart seconded the 
motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
School Transportation and Retirement Mills:  Shelly Burke, Treasurer, and Judi Osborn, Superintendent of 
Schools, met with the Board to discuss Madison County School mills.  Jim Hart moved to approve School Budget 
Mills, Transportation Mills, and Retirement Mills for Ennis K-12, Sheridan Elementary, Alder Elementary, 
Sheridan High School, Twin Bridges K-12, and Harrison K-12, for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.  Marilyn Ross 
seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Medical Insurance Policy Status:  Owen Voigt, MACo Health Care Trust, met with the Board to discuss the 
status of the new medical insurance plan.  Owen stated that they have received very few calls which generally 
means that the plan is working well.  He stated that they did have an issue with one pharmacy that has been 
resolved and asked the Board to advise anyone with a problem or question to please contact their office so it can 
be handled in an expedient manner.  Owen advised the Board that the annual meeting of the Health Care Trust 
will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 23, 2008, during the MACo convention in Hamilton, Montana, 
and that board vacancies will be filled at that time. 
 
Public Discussion:  Steve DiGiovanna, Communications Coordinator, met with the Board to discuss the 
possibility of creating a space on the County website that is easily accessible to the public to inform and update 
citizens of emergency situations in the County.  Steve would like the ability to update this site immediately if 
necessary.  The Board will get input on this suggestion from Karen Brown, GIS/IT, and asked that Steve present 
the proposal in writing.  The Board later concurred that since this deals with emergency communications and 
there is no major expenditure involved, that Steve, as Communications Coordinator, has the latitude to make the 
decision to develop a communication website without a formal Board decision. 
 
Claims:  The Board approved claims. 
 
Grants:  Marilyn Ross moved to approve the Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other 
Responsibility Matters, Primary Covered Transactions, from the Department of Agriculture relating to the Rural 
Development Funds being applied for in conjunction with Federal Appropriations for the Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Center in Sheridan.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Airports:  Pay Requests:  Marilyn Ross moved to approve the request for reimbursement from the Federal 
Aviation Administration for Big Sky (Ennis) Airport Improvements (AIP 3-30-0090-011-2008) in the amount of 
$45,814.  Jim Hart seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried.  Jim Hart moved to approve the 
request for reimbursement from the Federal Aviation Administration for Big Sky (Ennis) Airport Improvements 
(AIP 3-30-0090-010-2008) in the amount of $142,361.  Marilyn Ross seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the 
motion carried. 
 
Office Space:  The Board noted that a Facilities Advisory meeting is scheduled for Wednesday night, 
September 17, 2008, at 4:15 p.m. in the Courtroom in Virginia City. 



Commissioner’s Meeting – September 16, 2008 
 
 
TSEP Bridge Projects:  Marilyn Ross moved to approve the Notice to Proceed from Madison County to Mark 
Buck Construction for Coy Brown, Cherry Creek, and South Boulder Bridge Replacements.  Jim Hart seconded 
the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Grievance Committee:  Because there has been only one response from a staff member regarding the 
possibility of creating or upgrading a grievance policy, the Board tabled this discussion until the Personnel Policy 
Manual is reviewed. 
 
Boulder Administration Request for Funds:  The Board signed the claim from Boulder Administration 
Services for additional funds to cover medical expenses incurred during the 2007-2008 fiscal year. 
 
Request to Governor for Secretarial Designation for Storm Damage:  Jim Hart moved to approve a letter, 
dated September 11, 2008, to Governor Brian Schweitzer, requesting that his office pursue and support 
Secretarial Designation for damage and loss caused by a serious hail storm in Madison County on July 22, 2008.  
Marilyn Ross seconded the motion.  All voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
Commissioner David Schulz left the meeting at this point to attend to personal business in Sheridan, Montana. 
 
Custodial Duties:  Roger Staley, Maintenance, and Colleen Guinnane, Custodian, met with the Board to 
discuss a new division of custodial duties.  Colleen requested, for safety reasons, that she be allowed to clean 
the Sheriff’s Department and that Roger clean the schoolhouse and the Pankey house.  This would prevent her 
from having to go from one building to another after dark in possibly icy conditions.  Colleen also asked if she 
could start coming to work at 3:00 p.m. rather than 4:00 p.m.  Roger agreed to Colleen’s request and also 
offered to take out the garbage in the mornings.  The Board concurred. 
 
Library Drainage Project Funding:  The Board reviewed a request from the Library Board to split the cost of 
the Library Drainage Project with the County but made no determination on the request.  The Board later 
concurred that all funds for the project should come from the Library budget for tracking purposes. 
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:38 p.m. 
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